
 

The	Montgomery	Place	Campus	

Montgomery Place is a designated National Historic Landmark and a significant repository of 
Hudson Valley history.  

An Unparalleled American Treasure 
Montgomery Place is a designated National Historic Landmark and a significant repository of Hudson 
Valley history. A rare intact example of a Hudson Valley estate with over 4,000 feet of direct river 
frontage, it remained within the same family from the time of its creation in 1802 until its acquisition by 
Historic Hudson Valley in 1986. The estate was built by Janet Livingston Montgomery, widow of the 

Revolutionary War hero Gen. Richard Montgomery. 
The 380-acre property features grounds influenced 
by landscape designer Andrew Jackson Downing and 
a mansion substantially modified and expanded by 
architect Alexander Jackson Davis, both prominent 
figures in their fields. The site's Hudson River 
location, scenic beauty, expansive natural and 
designed landscape, and collection of neoclassical 
architecture of Montgomery Place represent a one-of-
a-kind opportunity. 

http://american-arcadia.hudsonvalley.org/ 

 

Site Features and Amenities 
The property consists of 380 acres adjacent to Bard 
College, including 45 acres of working orchards, two 
significant hardwood forest tracts, inspiring natural 
settings such as the Saw Kill falls, and stunning views of 
the Hudson River and Catskill Mountains. 

• A. J. Davis–designed mansion, considered his 
finest neoclassical country house, significant 
for both its design excellence and its rarity. 

• A. J. Davis–designed Coach House, Farmhouse, and Swiss Cottage, which is unparalleled in 
Davis’s work and his only extant cottage in the Swiss style. Davis’s original cottage 
drawings are in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 



• Recent (2008) multimillion-dollar investment in utility infrastructure. 
• A setting that is a microcosm of American landscape history, from the early wilderness 

through the 20th century. It retains a rare degree of integrity, with key elements of 19th-
century Romantic landscape along with exceptional early 20th-century gardens. 

• A robust curatorial collection that represents the 
full span of the estate’s history. 

Montgomery Place's Landscape 

• The property’s basic layout and contours have 
remained constant throughout most of the 
estate’s existence. There are formal gardens, 
manicured lawns, 45 acres of farmland, and 
235 acres of woodlands. 

• Available for building improvements are roughly 
60 flat to slightly sloped acres, with no 
significant landscape elements or environmental constraints. 

• Character-defining features include elements of Andrew Jackson Downing’s 19th-century 
design, as well as designed gardens, water features, and trails of the early 20th century, 
much of them restored by Historic Hudson Valley. 

• Exceptional vistas include the Hudson River and Catskills seen from the mansion’s principal 
rooms and north pavilion; the mesmerizing scene of the rushing waters of the Saw Kill’s 
lower falls; and the brooding aspect of the South Woods forest. 

• Operational fruit orchards and farm stand. 
• Two extensive natural woodlands stretch from the Hudson River to the front of the property. 

As described by Eric Kiviat, Director of Hudsonia :  
o "The North and South woods at Montgomery Place have great biological and historic 

importance. South Woods is an especially well-developed, lowland, old-growth forest. The 
oldest trees are about 265 years old. Although there are rocky uplands in the Hudson 
Valley region that have older trees, those trees are stunted whereas many trees at 
Montgomery place are on deep rich soils and have reached large size. Hemlock, oaks, 
and sugar maple are among the most common large trees here, and many other species 
are present. Most of the hemlocks have recently died or are likely to die in the near future 
due to an introduced pest insect, hemlock woolly adelgid. Although this is tragic, it is also 
scientifically interesting to learn how the tree, shrub, and herb components of the forest 
change as the dominant hemlocks disappear. Both forests were studied in detail in 1976, 
and the survey of South Woods was repeated by Hudsonia and Bard in 2011. At that time, 
oak seedlings were numerous and there was little evidence of nonnative plants exploiting 
the disturbance. It is hoped that vegetation surveys will be repeated at more frequent 
intervals to analyze how this unusual forest responds to change." 

 

The Architectural Collection: 

The Montgomery Place Mansion 
The A. J. Davis–designed 11,200 sq. ft. mansion is 
considered his finest neoclassical country house, significant 
for both its design excellence and its rarity. The mansion 
includes beautiful classical revival exteriors designed by 
Davis. Visible from the mansion's terrace and north pavilion 
are inspiring vistas of the Hudson River and Catskill 
Mountains. 

 



Other A. J. Davis–Designed Buildings 
The A. J. Davis–designed: 

• Coach House (4,700 sq. ft.), 
• Farmhouse (1,600 sq. ft.), and 
• Swiss Cottage (4,100 sq. ft.), which is unparalleled in 

Davis’s work and his only extant cottage in the 
Swiss style. Davis’s original cottage drawings are 
in the collection of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. 

19th-Century Buildings 

• Barn (large): 8,300 sq. ft. 
• Barn (storage): 3,100 sq. ft. 
• Gardener’s Cottage and garage/shed: 2,100 sq. ft. 

(rented year-round at $1,655/month) 
• North Cottage: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Outhouse: 10 sq. ft. 
• Thompson House: 2,200 sq. ft. (rented year-round to 

Bard professor at $2,101/month) 
• Thompson Barn: 1,200 sq. ft. 
• Water tank building: 250 sq. ft. 

20th-Century Buildings 

• Bathhouse: 150 sq. ft. 
• Cold storage butler building: 5,100 sq. ft. 
• Farm stand on Route 9G: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Fuel storage shed: 200 sq. ft. 
• Greenhouse: 1,500 sq. ft. 
• Modular House: 600 sq. ft. (rented year-round at 

$1,230/month) 
• Pole Barn: 1,500 sq. ft. 
• Squash Court: 2,200 sq. ft. (currently offices) 
• Visitor Center: 2,900 sq. ft. 
• Workshop: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Water pressure building: 400 sq. ft. 

Montgomery Place's Orchards 

• Since the earliest days of Montgomery Place, its 
orchards and agricultural land have been a 
vital component of the site’s heritage and 
appeal. 

• Even after Montgomery Place transitioned from a 
private estate to a museum and historic site, 
the orchards continued on as a viable 
agricultural component of the property. 

• Today’s successful orchard is a cherished part of 
the local community, represented most visibly by the popular Montgomery Place Orchard 
Farm Stand on Route 9G. 

• http://www.mporchards.com/ 



 

 

 

 



 

Property Borders and Features 

The property consists of a total of 380 acres, with 269 acres west of River Road and 111 acres 
east of River Road 

The following buildings are included with this property: 

• Mansion: 11,200 sq. ft. 
• Coach House: 4,700 sq. ft. 
• Swiss Cottage: 4,100 sq. ft. 
• Farmhouse: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Spur Cottage: 1,400 sq. ft. 
• Root Cellar: 100 sq. ft. 
• Barn (large): 8,300 sq. ft. 
• Barn (storage): 3,100 sq. ft. 
• Gardener’s Cottage and garage/shed: 2,100 sq. ft. (rented year-round at $1,655/month) 
• North Cottage: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Outhouse: 10 sq. ft. 
• Thompson House: 2,200 sq. ft. (rented year-round to Bard professor at $2,101/month) 
• Thompson Barn: 1,200 sq. ft. 
• Water tank building: 250 sq. ft. 
• Bathhouse: 150 sq. ft. 
• Cold storage butler building: 5,100 sq. ft. 
• Farm stand on Route 9G: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Fuel storage shed: 200 sq. ft. 
• Greenhouse: 1,500 sq. ft. 
• Modular House: 600 sq. ft. (rented year-round at $1,230/month) 
• Pole Barn: 1,500 sq. ft. 
• Squash Court: 2,200 sq. ft. (currently offices) 
• Visitor Center: 2,900 sq. ft. 
• Workshop: 1,600 sq. ft. 
• Water pressure building: 400 sq. ft. 

 
	


