
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 2017-2018 
 
September 6, 2017 
Present: Profs. Churchill, Ewing, Tibbetts, Trudel; Dean Thomas (ex officio), 
Registrar Gadsby (ex officio); Dean David Shein. 
 

1. The EC elected its chair for 2017-2018 (Prof. Tibbetts) and secretary for fall 
2017 (Prof. Trudel) 

2. The EC reviewed several student petitions presented by Dean Shein: a 
request to interrupt Senior Project this fall and resume this spring in 
absentia was granted; a request to complete SP1 and SP2 in absentia was 
denied; a request to resume work on SP2 in absentia was tabled until 
further information is given. Two proposals for joint SP were approved.  

3. The committee reviewed items on its agenda for 2017-2018 and ranked 
them by priority. 

4. The Dean announced that a search committee for a new Head of Library at 
Bard was currently being assembled.  

5. The Dean also announced that Reservesdirect.bard.edu would no longer be 
functional starting next semester. All PDF course archives will 
automatically be transferred to the platform that will replace RD. Note 
that more information is forthcoming; there is no need for faculty 
currently using RD to take any action.  

6. Members of the EC want to take this opportunity to thank Jeff Katz, 
Director of Library and Vice-President & Dean of Information Service, for 
his many years of outstanding service, and wish him a happy and 
fulfilling retirement. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Prof. Éric Trudel 
 
 
September 13, 2017 
Present: Profs. Churchill, Ewing, Tibbetts, Trudel; Dean Thomas (ex officio), 
Registrar Gadsby (ex officio); Dean Deirdre d’Albertis; Dean David Shein 
 

1. Dean d’Albertis joined the EC briefly to talk about the upcoming 
inauguration (Monday 18, 5:15-6:30) of the new CFCD Faculty Common 
room, in Hegeman Hall.  

2. Dean Shein presented one student petition: the EC rejected an appeal to 
change a final Senior Project grade. 

3. Prof. Tibbetts (chair of the EC) and Dean Shein will soon meet with 
student leadership to discuss the possibility of instituting an honor code 
and community standards of behaviour at Bard. 



4. Resuming its ongoing review of the faculty evaluation process, the EC has 
started collecting data on how other peer institutions evaluate for tenure 
and promotion. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Prof. Éric Trudel 
 
 
September 20, 2017 
Present: Profs. Churchill, Ewing, Tibbetts, Trudel; Dean Thomas (ex officio), 
Registrar Gadsby (ex officio) 
 

1. The Dean and divisional chairs reviewed the list of all class visits to be 
scheduled this spring in preparation for 2018-2019 pre-tenure, tenure and 
promotion evaluations. 

2. The EC authorized a one-time TAP Waiver. 
3. The EC will soon convene directors of interdivisional programs to discuss 

various structural challenges facing all such programs, for instance with 
regards to curriculum, advising, staffing, etc. 

4. The Dean updated the EC on the upcoming search for a new Director of 
Libraries. The related issue of faculty input in shaping the future of 
Stevenson library was also addressed. 

5. The EC reviewed the external program review schedule. The Curriculum 
Committee is currently considering the merits of a proposal to revise and 
modify the cyclical program evaluation review. This proposal will be 
brought to the faculty Senate in due time. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Prof. Éric Trudel 
 
 
September 27, 2017 
Present: Profs. Churchill, Ewing, Tibbetts, Trudel; Dean Thomas (ex officio), 
Registrar Gadsby (ex officio); Dean David Shein 
 

1. The EC will meet next week with Dave Brangaitis, Chief Information 
Officer at Bard. The goal is to assess recent efforts made to improve the 
number and quality of smart classrooms in OLIN building.  

2. The greater part of the meeting was spent reviewing several petitions 
presented by Dean Shein. The EC: approved seven joint senior project 
proposals; approved one Global BA proposal (this is the procedure by 
which a student can migrate between different Bard campuses to complete 
his/her degree) and tabled another; approved a request to complete the 



3+2 program with the Levy Institute; approved a request to delay SP2 
until the spring semester. 

3. Finally, the EC turned back the Academic Advising Review Committee 
(AARC) final report to discuss how to implement some key 
recommendations. This discussion is to be continued. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Prof. Éric Trudel 
 
 
October 4, 2017 
Present: Profs. Churchill, Ewing, Tibbetts, Trudel; Dean Thomas (ex officio), 
Registrar Gadsby (ex officio); Dean David Shein 
 

1. The up and out meeting during intersession is scheduled for Wednesday 
January 17, between 10 and 3. 

2. The EC approved a one time TAP waiver. 
3.  The discussion of the AARC report and its recommendations is underway 

and is likely to continue for a few more weeks. 
4. Dave Brangaitis, Bard’s new Chief Information Officer, joined the meeting 

and briefed the EC on the ongoing effort to increase the number of smart 
classrooms. This, as Prof. Tibbetts pointed out, is a matter of great 
urgency. A necessary first step, according to DB, is to complete a full 
inventory of equipment in all classrooms across campus in the coming 
weeks. Only then can an institutional strategy with specific mid-term and 
long-term goals can be sketched. DB also updated the EC on a few 
initiatives that had been put into place last spring under J. Katz’s 
leadership. The EC will meet with him again in the coming weeks.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Prof. Éric Trudel 
 


