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By Kim Shifrin ‘11, Arboretum Summer Intern 
 

           Just about one year ago, I arrived for the Lan-
guage and Thinking Program as a freshman at Bard 
College.  For the first time in my life I saw Bard in the full 
green of summer and fell immediately in love.  Every-
thing and everyone seemed under some hypnotic spell 
which emanated from the beauty of our campus.  I 
drifted about meeting new people and with them discov-
ered all the most enchanting places:  We wandered 
through the wooded paths; walked along the White Pine 
Allée on Blithewood Avenue only to discover the view of 
the Hudson from the Blithewood Garden steps; we pick- 
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vation of Bard’s horticultural assets, makes this an extremely complementary satellite location for 
the Botanical Garden’s Continuing Education program.”  
 
Headquartered in the Bronx, The New York Botanical Garden’s Continuing Education program has 
helped people achieve their horticultural education goals for more than 80 years. The Botanical 
Garden offers over 500 different courses each year comprising seven certificate programs: Botani-
cal Art and Illustration, Botany, Floral Design, Gardening, Horticulture, Landscape Design, and Hor-
ticultural Therapy. Classes are held during the day, evenings, and weekends to fit any busy sched-
ule. Other satellite centers are located in New York City, Westchester, New Jersey, and Connecti-
cut.  
For additional information about the new class offe rings at Bard College, visit www.nybg.
org/bard . To register for Continuing Education classes  or for more information about Bo-
tanical Garden education programs, visit www.nybg.o rg/edu/conted or call 718.817.8747.  

Starting this fall, the Landscape and Arboretum Program at Bard and the New 
York Botanical Garden will offer a selection of popular gardening and landscape 
design classes at Bard College. Establishing Fruit Trees in the Landscape will 
be the inaugural course, beginning October 11. Other classes to follow include 
The Deer Resistant Landscape; Getting Started with Perennials; Introduction to 
Landscape Design; Designing Dazzling Borders; The How, When, & Where of 
Pruning; and Maintaining Fruit Trees in the Landscape. Classes are held during 
evenings and weekends to fit any busy schedule. Other satellite centers are lo-
cated in New York City, Westchester, New Jersey, and Connecticut. “We are 
very excited about our new classes at Bard College,” said The New York Botani-
cal Garden’s Director of Continuing Education Sabine  Stezenbach. “The col-
lege’s 550-acre site along the Hudson River, with its existing Landscape and Ar-
boretum Program that engages its students, faculty and the public in the preser-



ed cherry tomatoes and raspberries in the community garden.  In truth, although each season on the Bard 
campus has its own way of bringing out the landscape, summer turns Bard into a wonderland of natural 
beauty unlike any other.   
            Logically then it seems that I should find myself one year later as the summer 2008 Arboretum Intern.  
I remember the first time I heard that Bard had just recently become an Arboretum.  It was in my first few days 
on a tour with my L & T mentor, Paul Marienthal.  He briefly discussed how work had begun on the catalogu-
ing of all the plants on campus and pointed out some trees which had already been labeled with their botani-
cal and common names; little did I know I was to become a part of this process.   
            When an institution chooses to take on the title of “Arboretum”, it is essential that it does not remain 
simply a title, but takes form functionally as a place for people to come in recreation and works to serve the 
community through promoting environmental education.  Bard is on its way to becoming such an institution 
but in order to reach this goal there are several things an Arboretum must also accomplish in order to be ac-
cepted by other arboreta and botanical gardens alike.  This is the business end of things, and this is where I 
came in.  First of all, I learned that every arboretum has what is called a Collections Policy.  Without a Collec-
tions Policy it is difficult for an arboretum to have a specific goal or mission.  What a Collections Policy does is 
it limits which kinds of plants can be planted on campus, and makes mention of specific plants which the ar-
boretum specializes in, called its “collections”.  On Bard campus for example, we have many oaks of many 
different species.  We also have a variety of dogwoods and shrubs native to the Mid-Hudson Valley region.  
Perhaps these sorts of plants may one day become some of our “collections” but this has yet to be formally 
decided and a Collections Policy has yet to be formally written.  Once this has been decided however, a Col-
lections Policy could be drafted rather quickly as the Landscape and Arboretum Program at Bard has already 
made progress in other aspects of what is discussed in a Collections Policy.   
            As mentioned before, the cataloguing of all the trees and shrubs on Bard campus has already begun.  
Using a system called BG Base, a brand of collections management software, every plant on campus down 
to the last clumps of Vinca minor are being catalogued and digitized.  I myself have inventoried nearly all of 
the gardens along Blithewood Avenue this summer.  This experience has shown me the truly meticulous na-
ture of Arboreta when it comes to keeping an updated inventory of their plants but it is this sort of practice 
which can only lead to success for our arboretum.   
            Since half of my time was spent landscaping with the horticulture crew, I truly got the full experience of 
the Bard College gardens.  There is an endless amount of assignments for those who are working to keep up 
with weeding, planting, mulching, and preservation of the trees on Bard campus.  Never before had I had the 
chance to explore the gardens as closely as I have at Bard this summer.  This for me has been the most eye 
opening part of my experience as the Arboretum Intern; realizing the vastly diverse numbers of genus and 
species we have here at Bard where before I barely recognized and knew a plain oak from a plain maple.   
            Now I look around campus and can identify several species of each of these types of trees in their bo-
tanical and common names.  We have so much to work with here on Bard campus,  Arboretum or not, but the 
idea that the Arboretum will help preserve the beauty which I met when I first arrived here and perhaps even 
enhance the aesthetic experience shows me that this program needs to be supported.  After all, what would 
Bard campus be without Blithewood Garden and its large trees; without the historic pine allée which leads you 
there; without the Norway spruces lining Annandale and Robbins Road; without the meditation garden?  Bard 
would not be the same and future students would not get to experience the magic that I have in this past year.  
Preservation will be a lot of work but with a little bit of support I think that our campus could become even 
more beautiful; though I previously thought this impossible due to the potential of what they call sensory-
overload.  
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THE HISTORIC TREES  
OF BARD COLLEGE�
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This new booklet contains 12 full-color pages of many of the easily 
accessible historic trees located on Bard’s campus. Featured trees 
are located at Blithewood, Main Campus and Ward Manor. It also 
contains a GIS (geographic information system) map of the locations 
of each of these trees within the campus. If you are interested in re-
ceiving a copy of this booklet, please call Amy Foster at 845-758-
7179 or email her at: arboretum@bard.edu. It is also accessible from 
the internet  at: /��'9�������
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This booklet was made possible due to the efforts of several Bard students, 
namely Bill Cranshaw ‘10, Anneka Olson ‘10 and Kim Shifrin ‘11, also Helene 
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